
THIS FLU SEASON

THERE’S A VACCINATION CHAMPION 
WITHIN EVERY HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL

When you vaccinate for the flu, consider also vaccinating 
appropriate patients for pneumococcal pneumonia



Pneumococcal pneumonia is an example of a serious flu-related 
complication that can cause death.

People who are 65 years and older should be up to date with 
pneumococcal vaccination to protect against pneumococcal disease, 
such as pneumonia, meningitis, and bloodstream infections.

Your patients aged 65+ years may be at 
risk of serious respiratory diseases such 
as pneumococcal pneumonia

At any time of year, pneumococcal pneumonia may be a serious event.

During influenza season, viral and bacterial respiratory infections rise1,2

 Ŋ Viral and bacterial coinfection can occur, particularly with influenza1,2

	Ŋ Streptococcus	pneumoniae is the most common cause of influenza-related 
bacterial pneumonia1,2

According 
to the CDC3

Pneumococcal pneumonia may lead to 
hospitalization and even death

Adults aged 65+ years are over 10X more likely to be hospitalized with 
pneumococcal pneumonia than adults younger than 50 years of age4,5

Adults aged 65+ years with multiple chronic comorbidities have additional risk of 
getting pneumococcal pneumonia with each additional condition when compared to 
healthy adults of the same age8

Each year in the United States, pneumococcal disease is the cause of thousands of adult 
deaths and many more hospitalizations6,7

COPD=chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. DiabetesCOPD
Congestive 
heart failure

Stroke

Patients with certain 
underlying health conditions 
have an increased risk of 
pneumococcal pneumonia4

These underlying conditions included alcoholism, asthma, chronic cardiovascular disease, chronic liver 
disease, chronic pulmonary disease, diabetes, and current smokers.8
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Discuss pneumococcal vaccination 
with your patients aged 65+ years

Discuss vaccination with your patients to help prevent pneumococcal pneumonia this year6

 Ŋ  Talk to patients aged 65+ years and patients with underlying conditions about 
the seriousness of respiratory diseases such as pneumococcal pneumonia

 Ŋ Inform your patients about the importance of pneumococcal vaccination
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When you vaccinate for the flu, consider also vaccinating 

appropriate patients for pneumococcal pneumonia— 

the power of prevention is in your hands.
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