
March 6, 2026
“AMGA Immunizations Brief”—brought to you by the Rise to Immunize® (RIZE) campaign—delivers
vaccine news and updates relevant to healthcare leaders. This brief provides concise, actionable
information to help you stay informed and guide patient care in an evolving immunization landscape.

Check out our newly launched AMGA Immunizations Hub for critical immunization resources.

For a more in-depth weekly report, sign up for the Vaccine Intelligence Report from RIZE campaign
partner Vaccinate Your Family.

 

At a Glance
HHS announces agenda items for March ACIP meeting and two new committee members.
ACP says adults at increased risk should get an mRNA-Based COVID-19 vaccine.
WHO sets 2026-27 flu vaccine strains; U.S. remains engaged despite withdrawal.
U.S. newborn Hepatitis B vaccination rates on a two-year decline.
Meeting to determine U.S. measles elimination status pushed to November as disease continues
to spread.

 

Detailed Brief
HHS announces agenda items for March ACIP meeting and two new
committee members.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) is slated to discuss COVID-19 vaccine injuries and long COVID-19 during its
upcoming Mar. 18-19 meeting.

Notably, vaccine injuries fall under the purview of other federal agencies/committees and
are not directly within ACIP’s remit. 
Additionally, an evidence review found that COVID-19 vaccination has shown “consistent
effectiveness and safety” and significantly reduces the risk of severe disease and
hospitalization across populations.

Kennedy announced the appointment of two new ACIP members: Sean Downing, MD, a
primary care physician, and Angelina Farella, MD, a pediatrician. Farella has previously
criticized COVID-19 vaccines and called for their removal from the market.

ACP says adults at increased risk should get an mRNA-Based COVID-19
vaccine.

3/10/26, 12:33 PM AMGA Immunizations Brief: Mar. 6, 2026 FINAL

https://ww1.magnetmail.net/design/preview.cfm?version=html&message_id=24543705&contentType=MailMessage 1/2

https://www.amga.org/rise-to-immunize/resources/immunizations-hub
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5wk9CqxAmrI810AmUZf6uEDpJX?domain=vaccinateyourfamily.org
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5XPyCrkgnvh8rVKLUzh8u46J-L?domain=vaccinateyourfamily.org/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/26/2026-03877/meeting-of-the-advisory-committee-on-immunization-practices
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa2514268?emci=75ef592e-ec17-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&emdi=5acb6523-1218-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&ceid=15314858
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/secretary-kennedy-appoints-two-physicians-cdc-advisory-committee.html


The American College of Physicians (ACP) issued updated COVID-19 vaccine practice points
for physicians that say adults over age 65 and those aged 18-64 at increased risk for COVID-
19 should receive the updated 2025-26 mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccine.
ACP also suggests that those aged 18-64 who are not at increased risk for COVID-19 may
consider receiving the mRNA-based vaccine.
ACP did not examine evidence or make recommendations for pregnant women or
immunocompromised adults.

WHO sets 2026-27 flu vaccine strains; U.S. remains engaged despite
withdrawal.

The World Health Organization (WHO) announced (Feb. 27) its recommendation on which flu
virus strains should be included in vaccines for the 2026-27 Northern Hemisphere flu season,
following a four-day meeting to review global surveillance data.
This year’s meeting took place after the U.S. formally withdrew from the WHO in January.
Despite the withdrawal, CDC staff participated virtually to share surveillance data and technical
expertise.

U.S. newborn Hepatitis B vaccination rates on a two-year decline.

A study of more than 12.4 million U.S. newborns found that rates of hepatitis B vaccination
within 30 days of birth has fallen by more than 10 percentage points in the past two years from
83.5% to 73.2%, following a prior six-year upward trend.

Meeting to determine U.S. measles elimination status pushed to
November as disease continues to spread.

The meeting, hosted by the Pan American Health Organization (a regional office of the World
Health Organization), has been delayed seven months, from its original date in mid-April until
sometime in November.
As of Feb. 27, the U.S. reported 1,194 measles cases in 2026, surpassing half the total
measles cases recorded during all of 2025.

 
If you no longer wish to receive the "AMGA Immunizations Brief," please unsubscribe here.
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https://www.acponline.org/acp-newsroom/acp-says-adults-at-increased-risk-should-get-an-mrna-based-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-02-2026-recommendations-for-influenza-vaccine-composition-for-the-2026-2027-northern-hemisphere-season?emci=75ef592e-ec17-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&emdi=5acb6523-1218-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&ceid=15314858
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/united-states-completes-who-withdrawal.html?emci=75ef592e-ec17-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&emdi=5acb6523-1218-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&ceid=15314858
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2845385?guestAccessKey=0a18cab2-6052-4609-8240-b44c4f10dc5f&=&emci=75ef592e-ec17-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&emdi=5acb6523-1218-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&ceid=15314858
https://www.cnn.com/2026/03/02/health/us-measles-elimination-status-paho-meeting-delay
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/ivac/resources/us-measles-tracker?emci=75ef592e-ec17-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&emdi=5acb6523-1218-f111-a69a-000d3a1f0a97&ceid=15314858
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