
2022Dec6 Vaccine News and Rise to Immunize Data 

This week (Dec. 5–9) is National Influenza Vaccination Week (NIVW), highlighting the importance of 
administering influenza vaccines to everyone six months and older.  Please take the opportunity to 
remind everyone 6 months and older that there’s still time to protect themselves and their loved ones 
from influenza. This holiday season, spread cheer, not flu. It’s not too late to vaccinate for flu! 

Flu cases are increasing exponentially in the country and state.  

 

Early trends indicate this flu season may be severe with significant increase in flu-related 
hospitalizations per CDC’s FluView report. 

 

Additionally, a recent Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) titled “Influenza Incidence and 
Vaccine Effectiveness During the Southern Hemisphere Influenza Season – Chile, 2022” revealed 
data from the southern hemisphere demonstrating an increase in flu cases this season compared to 
the last few years. It also underscored the effectiveness of influenza vaccination; in Chile the 
adjusted vaccine effectiveness against influenza A(H3N2)-associated hospitalization was 49%.  

Co-administration of influenza and COVID-19 vaccine is okay and encouraged if due. As discussed 
at the 2022 National Adult and Influenza Immunization Summit – 11/3/22, it occurred 24%-28% of 
the time among adults per HIS-ACM surveys, and > 42% of the time among those 5+ who presented 
for COVID bivalent booster per Vaccine Safety Datalink without any safety concerns.  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsend.amga.org%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DlNDLMvhyMbLnppe9QHG0-A~~%26pe%3D1x8Z7BDXwTIBWSTCtpdwh9YDeJPkI_p3b48sxEj2awz0HtuE_PVLItQUxA2akjk-1vHHGBdvVRNwg4q1NmAGuw~~%26t%3DKU9HlNO9WF86A7VjybBcNA~~&data=05%7C01%7Cmadalyn.schaefgen%40lvhn.org%7Ce398cfa0a0c44ebea84508dad3c6b0fe%7Ca2eeb00368e14c729ba1d111324fe9a8%7C0%7C0%7C638055150902256332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4SONwL8NaD%2Fgvht2IrutmUb6kRnYDJxOJLdylBP%2FfXU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/pdfs/mm7143a1-H.pdf
https://www.izsummitpartners.org/content/uploads/6c-1_Flu-covid-coadmin_Black-1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm


LVHN is a participant of the Rise to Immunize™ (RIZE) campaign, which encourages all groups 
to increase immunizations against influenza as well as 3 other adult vaccinations of Td/Tdap, zoster 
and pneumococcal. Your hard work to vaccinate patients can have a large impact on reducing 
hospitalizations and saving more lives.  

Attached are the data of how we compare to other organizations participating in the RIZE program. 

As you can see, we did improve in our Td/Tdap measures (and moved up 3 rankings compared to 

others) as well as on Zoster. We are still below average on flu, zoster and the bundle of all 4 

vaccinations.  All vaccine average percentages have declined compared to Q3 a year ago with the 

exception of zoster, and that increase has not been as robust this quarter.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

SHARE your reasons for influenza vaccination –  

• Share the benefits of the vaccine based upon patient risk 

• Highlight positive experiences to strengthen confidence 

• Address patient questions regarding side effects, safety and effectiveness 

• Remind patients of the protection of themselves and their loved ones from serious illness 
and complications from influenza 

• Explain potential costs of illness – health effects, time, spread to others and financial 

Use the standing orders – the LVPG influenza vaccine protocol.  

Avoid missing opportunities – vaccinate at every visit unless contraindicated (allergy to the 
vaccine, moderate or severe illness, less than 6 months of age 

 

https://www.amga.org/rise-to-immunize/


2023Feb7 Vaccine News  

Measles – Ohio state health officials declared the outbreak over.  

• At least 85 children were infected, 36 hospitalized in Oct-Dec 2022  

• Most unvaccinated, 80 of them < 5 years old 

• Vaccine rates for kindergartners have fallen over the past 2 years.  

o Nationally, 2-dose MMR coverage was 93.5% in kindergartners during the 2021-2022 

school year.  

o Rates for measles need to be ≥ 95% in order to prevent spread.  

o Two doses of MMR vaccine are about 97% effective at preventing measles; one dose is 

about 93% effective.  

PHE – The  Biden Administration announced its plan to extend both the COVID-19 national emergency 

and public health emergency (PHE) declarations to May 11. After it ends, 

• Federally purchased COVID-19 vaccines will continue to be free to all people, regardless of 

insurance coverage. Providers of federally purchased vaccines are not allowed to charge 

patients or deny vaccines based on the recipient’s coverage or network status. 

• Covid vaccinations will continue to be covered at no cost for Medicare and Medicaid 

beneficiaries per Inflation Reduction Act, even when federally purchased supplies run out.  

• Covid vaccinations will likely be free for those with private insurance who go to in-network 

providers, but going to an out-of-network providers could incur charges if using private 

commercial vaccine.   

• Moderna and Pfizer have tentatively said they plan to sell their shots for up to $130 each. 

• Paxlovid and other antivirals will remain covered by Medicare under EUA, thanks to the 

Consolidated Appropriations Act (CAA), 2023. 

• Funding for testing and vaccines will end.  

COVID – is still with us at almost 500 deaths/day (averaging ~180K/year), although cases, 

hospitalizations down.  

 

 

COVID Vaccines – bivalent booster uptake still low at 15.7% 

https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/3845332-ohio-officials-declare-measles-outbreak-over/?email=dd992f109e462fc4b427e536009ede44e86b372e&emaila=9ec5dd5c8cadb63636732e2dcd9f3689&emailb=2f00e04f6c02119db5c7c0fd3db832b48db72b9459fdbdc8872e429af75a7df9&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=02.06.23%20JB%20Health%20Care
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7202a2.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/measles/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/measles/index.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/SAP-H.R.-382-H.J.-Res.-7.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/SAP-H.R.-382-H.J.-Res.-7.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2023/01/30/politics/may-11-end-of-covid-and-public-health-emergencies/index.html
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/pharmacy/moderna-floats-110-130-covid-19-shot-price.html
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/pharmacy/once-federal-funds-run-out-pfizer-s-vaccine-may-cost-110-per-dose.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/01/30/politics/may-11-end-of-covid-and-public-health-emergencies/index.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2617/text
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home


• Bivalent booster doses provide additional protection against symptomatic infection with BA.5 

(VE 52%) and XBB-related sublineages (VE 48%) in persons who had previously received 2, 3, or 

4 monovalent vaccine doses 

• As of January 20, 2023, >90% of circulating SARS-CoV-2 variants in the United States, specifically 

Omicron BQ.1, BQ.1.1, XBB, and XBB.1.5 sublineages, are unlikely to be susceptible to the 

combined monoclonal antibodies, tixagevimab and cilgavimab (Evusheld) used for preexposure 

prophylaxis against SARS-CoV-2 infection. 

• Being up to date on COVID-19 vaccination remains the most effective way to prevent 

SARS-CoV-2–associated serious illness, hospitalization, and death. 

• 

  

Updated (bivalent) boosters became available on: 

 September 2, 2022, for people aged 12 years and older 

 October 12, 2022, for people aged 5–11 years 

 December 9, 2022, for children aged 6 months–4 years who completed the Moderna COVID-

19 vaccine primary series 

 Updated (bivalent) Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine also became available on December 9, 

2022 for children aged 6 months–4 years to complete the primary series. (No booster) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-

date.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-

ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fbooster-shot.html  

If you haven’t had a vaccine after these dates for your age group, you are not up to date! 

 
 Everyone 6 months and older should have a primary series AND 

 5 years and older should have bivalent booster (either Pfizer or Moderna) if it has 

been at least 2 months since the last primary dose. 

 6 months–4 years who had Moderna primary series should get a bivalent Moderna 

booster at least 2 months later 

 6 months-4 years who had 2 doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine should 

complete the primary series with the Pfizer bivalent vaccine. (There is no booster for 

those who have had all 3 doses of the Pfizer monovalent vaccine). 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7205e1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7205e1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fbooster-shot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fbooster-shot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fbooster-shot.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


