Dear Representative [ Senator]:

I am writing on behalf of the XYZ Clinic in City, State.  XYZ clinic treats [insert patient visit data here] patients per year of which [number of Medicare patients/visits] are Medicare patients.  XYZ Clinic is also a large employer with [insert pertinent personnel statistics here, citing number of physicians, employees, etc.]   

Our ability to care for patients is in jeopardy because of the uncertainties surrounding Medicare payments to physicians.  As you know, current law governing the Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR), the complex formula by which physician payments are determined in Medicare, is set to expire at year’s end.  If Congress does not act, physicians face a 27.4 percent reduction in Medicare payments on January 1, 2012.  

Passing temporary patches at the eleventh hour, as has happened many times in recent years, produces uncertainty, unpredictability and makes planning impossible.  Congress must act to fix this now and to find the means to pass a long-term solution to the SGR formula.  It is imperative to move to a more stable Medicare physician payment system that provides security for patients and the physicians who care for them.
